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+ BRAZAUSKAS: THE BIRZISKAS PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE FOR PRESENT AND COMING 
GENERATION 

AKMENE, August 25, ELTA - Lithuanian President Algirdas Brazauskas opened a memorial on 
Friday in the settlement of Vieksniai in Akmene district to honour the Birziskas family which 
contributed a lot to Lithuania's State, culture and education. The seven meter high granite 
memorial has bas-reliefs of Antanas and Elzbieta Birziskas and their sons professors Mykolas, 
Vaclovas and Viktoras. It was carved by sculptor Ceslovas Peciukas from Kaunas. Antanas and 
Elzbieta, a doctor and teacher, were both born in Vieksniai and had worked there for many 
years. Their son Mykolas, an historian and folklore expert, was a signatory to Lithuania's 
Independence Act of February 16, 1916. During 1926 & 1927, Mykolas Birziska was rector of 
Kaunas, and in 1940-1944 of Vilnius university. His brother Vaclovas headed the library of the 
Vytautas Magnus University for almost 20 years. Viktoras Birziska contributed much to the 


establishment of the education system in the new republic. 


¢ THESE ARE NOT BOMBS THAT CAN BE IGNORED 

VILNIUS, August 25, ELTA - Lithuanian Government's information center issued on Friday a 
statement signed by Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevicius saying "We are very anxious about 
numerous reports on violent acts against businessmen and other people. Some say the blame 
lays on these people themselves fighting for dirty money and power. These are not, however, 
small bombs which can be ignored", - the statement read. Therefore, it is with full responsibility 
that the Government of the Republic of Lithuania states that such criminal activities will be given 
due attention. Law-enforcement agencies will do their best to disclose every act of this kind and 


prosecute the guilty as provided for by law. 
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